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GREAT IDEAS FOR OUTDOOR

LIVING

INSPIRATION

6 20 Great Ideas for
Outdoor LiVingTakc these inspi-
rational ideas and make them your
own. BY JOANNA FORTNAM

GREAT GARDENS

Wilderness Escape Nature
lover and architect Bob Swain trans-
forms his small urban space into a
soul-healing haven. BY BILL MARKEN

24 Formal in Florida In this
Bermuda-inspired gar(lcn, there is
always room to kick off your shoes
and relax. BY SARAH KINBAR

2 All-Season Seattle This
inviting woodland garden has been
enriched with a naturalistic canvas.
BY VALERIE EASTON

38 Jersey Style Richard Hartlage
transforms an old, rundown backvard
into a modern sculpture and stroll gar-
den. BY JOANNA FORTNAM

GOLDEN TROWEL WINNERS

14 Open AIr The dramatic
redesign of this family-friendly garden
on Puget Sound drew life back into the
landscape. BY JOANNA FORTNAM

50 Rooms in Bloom Seasonal
blooms in garden rooms make this
Golden Tro\\'cl-\\'inning design a
delight. BY KELLY LADD SANCHEZ

ELEMENTS OF DESIGN

54 The Garden Showera
refreshing shower in the lushness of
the garden is one of the ultimate sen-
sory experiences. BY JASON UPRIGHT

MARION BRENNER; DARRELL JONES; ANDREA JONES: CLIVE NICHOLS (2)

ELEMENTS OF STYLE

62 Outdoor Tables Before buy-
ing the centerpiece of the outdoor
room, take a peek at these fabulous
finds. BY DONNA DORIAN AND KELLY
LADD SANCHEZ

66 Slt'tlng Pretty Add a distinctive

sense of style to your outdoor living space

with these elegant chaises, café chairs and
woven classics. BY DONNA DORIAN

nght nghtS Outdoor gardcn
lamps to light up the long summer
evenings, BY DONNA DORIAN

y Party Favors Whether pool-
side or deep in the shade, summer
socializing is better with these useful
accessories. BY DONNA DORIAN

ESSENTIAL PLANTS

78 Plants for Fragrance

The summer season is full of sweet-
smelling flowers and foliage.
Discover your favorite fragrance
here. BY JENNY ANDREWS

38 Look Sharp' Pass over flowers
and find beauty in the graphic lines and
modern forms of spiky, spiny, strappy

and pointy plants. BY JENNY ANDREWS

FINAL ANSWERS

Any QUGStiOﬂS?ThC answers
on small yards, climbing roses,strug-
gling perennials and late summer
bloomers, plus a shady suggestion.
BY JACK RUTTLE

ON THE COVER

Lap pool disguised as
Moorish-style reflecting
pool by Sanchez &
Maddux. For more

ideas, see page 6. Photo
by Richard Felber.
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&)B SWAIN IS .-ﬁs:\RCHlTE(T AND A PASSIONATE MOUNTAIN
hiker, who wanted to transplant the rugged beauty of

Vashingta % forested peaks and sparkling mountain mead-
ows to his Seattle garden. He also wished to draw on the
imagery of a Zen temple—and on Chinese artifacts and
stones—to add a “soul-healing calm and suspension of
time.” He calls the result his personal sanctuary.

Another remarkable thing about the garden: All
this outdoor living space was created in a narrow, ur-
ban space that’s just %o acre.

The original garden consisted mainly of a few large
trees and shrubs and a concrete driveway running near-
ly the length of the property. First step: Remove 10
truckloads of decades-old poured concrete, then the top
layer of poor, packed soil. In came 14 truckloads of fer-
tile new soil: a mix of 30 percent Woodland Park Zoo
Doo (from the manure and bedding materials of non-
primate herbivores), combined with 60 percent Cedar
Grove compost and 10 percent coco fiber. Planting in-
cluded full-sized specimen trees, as well as tiny seedlings.

Like a mountain trail, a cedar plank pathway begin-
ning near the sidewalk takes you to the house and deep
into the garden and its various outdoor living areas. You
brush past a tall hemlock and Douglas fir into the front
garden, which suggests a sunny clearing in the forest.
Springtime in the “meadow” brings blooms of Western
trillium (Trillium ovatum), Pacific bleeding heart (Dicen-
tra formosa), false lily-of-the-valley (Maianthemum di-
latatum) and other Northwest wildflowers.

The pathway seems to float over the meadow’s
moss as it leads you to the front entry of the house
and a Japanese-style water basin. The basin is made
from a natural basalt column from eastern Washing-

ton; water falls from a copper pipe suspended from
a Chinese granite well marker.

Continuing on the pathway, screened by slender-
trunked quaking aspen, brings you to the outdoor din-
ing area. Here in the shelter of towering Japanese tim-
ber bamboo, a Chinese granite mortar has been
transformed into a dining table. Seven 6-foot, hand-
carved Chinese granite planks serve as pavers. Numer-
ous artifacts in the garden come from Rhodes Architec-
tural Stone, a Seattle-based company that specializes in
importing handcrafted building materials.

The pathway’s final destination is a Buddha stone

(a standing stone marker) and peaceful seating on a

secluded deck, made of recycled and reclaimed cedar
timbers. A convertible indoor-outdoor shower has a
sliding glass door that allows the luxury of showering
in the garden on nice days. Nearby is a meditation
wing converted from the old garage.

The garden includes a number of delicate and hard-
to-find Northwest plants cultivated from seeds and
bulbs: white and pink fawn lilies (erythronium), ca-
mass (Camassia quamash), Sitka mist-maiden (Roman-
zoffia sitchensis) and others. Look closely at the plants
and you'll see the true spirit of fusion: tiny but deter-
mined Oregon stonecrop spreading from the hole of a
Chinese well marker to other parts of the garden.

From left,above: A Japanese-
style fountain 'and slender
aspen, native to the Washington
mountains, flank the entry path.
A sheltered deck offers a spot
for lounging. Open the shower
door and you're in the garden.
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The deck off the back of the
house pestles among dog-
woods, maples and rhododen-
drons. Oppesite, clockwise
from top left: Stone water
bowl. Stepping stones and salal
create a stream. Driftwood
stands’like sculpture. A path

uses,.cedar planks and stone.
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NHAT WORK:

Asia—Northwest Stye

Sensitively combine handcrafted Asian objects with a wilderness
setting for an overall feeling of serenity and sophistication.

For plant combinations, take a clue from the way mountain plants
group together in the wild and use a limited palette in bold masses.

Let nature inspire you everywhere. For example, use stepping

~

stones to resemble boulders in 2 mountain stream of salal.
Vigilantly remove weeds and invasive nonnatives, no matter how
attractive (like California poppy), or the garden will be taken over.

Aim for sustainability by reusing rescued ancient objects as sculptural

features, and use garden waste as enrichment for the soil.
Never scrimp on soil: The mix used here is wonderfully rich and
also recycled. Plants will repay you with good health and in the long
term require less intervention in the form of herbicides and pesticides.
Capture a sense of the classic Asian garden with a strong evergreen
backbone of bamboo, azalea, clipped boxwood—it creates privacy, too.




