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I B P furniture mart unveils the newest in outdoor f ishings.
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America’s darling—the fragrant and frilly sweet pea
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2003 GOLDEN TRDWEL AWARDS

URBAN AND COUNTRY, EXPANSIVE AND SHOEHORNED-IN, OU EOUSLY COLORFUL AND SUBTLE SHADES OF GREEN
—the eight winners of our annual gardcn dcsign competition: :flect the wonderful diversit}' of our readers’ inter-
ests, styles, climates and sites. And every single one proudly - plays the heart and soul that went into it, along with
wheelbarrows of compost, nights of sore knees and hours of _' ntal deliberation. Thanks to Phil Maddux, landscape
architect of Palm Beach, Florida, who agonized with us as we @hose winners from so many worthy contenders. Want

to win a Golden Trowel? Our next issue will providc details @n how to enter, for pr()fessionals and amateurs alike.
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swain'sworld 7
Bob Swain calls his garden a “personal s o v
sanctuary.” We call it a seamless fusion of the Ui
soul, style and plants that make the Pacific - L3 /
Northwest such a hotbed of gardening y
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I WAIN ISAN ARCHITECT AND |

tain hikerwho'wanted to brir

I::'r1!|1|:',, and on Chinese ar

add a “soul |'-'-1ljng calm and

nd shrubs and a concrete driveway
:w.‘:r]_:.' the length of the property. First
step: Remove 10 trucks of decades-old [""”-Jr-:.":l
concrete, then the top laver of poor compact
ed soil. In came 14 trucks of fertile r -
mix of 30 percent Woodland Park Zoo Doo
{from the manure and bedding materials of nonprimate herbivores), combined with
60 percent Cedar Grove compost and 10 percent cocoa fiber. Plant an just three

and included full-s specimen tree well as tiny seedlings.

w the illusion of escaf o wilderne: -oins at the par strip alon

strect, Mountain hemlocks, llt'l:l-'.'r'|'.1[.:1l'|.1l.'t|. with Northwest nativ
nick, white mountain heather and bunch
m traffic
Lefc A plank path leads to the sound of trickling water reinforce
walkway and entry. Stop to Like a mountain trail ¢ .-lT-]ZIl..‘I['IL:. ]':-1[]1“ ay be
admire the sight and sounds sidewalk takes you to the he and dee » the garden and its
of the Japanese-style fountain ari living areas. Y rast a tall hemlock and a
and the rustling of slender douglas fir into the fromt garden, whic 5 a sunny clearing in
aspen. Above right-The view the forest. Springtime in the "meadow™ | s blooms of Western
from the front door to the trillium (T ¢ rt { Dicentra ), false lily-
street. Lower right: White of-the-valley (Maiant i } and other Northwest wildflowe

water lilies float serenely. The pa ay secems to float o ¢ m 's moss as it leads to
o). This
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winning style

| | Sensitively combine hand-crafted Asian objects with a wilderness : { : Ll

B (Ve in the city, have mo
setting for an everall feeling of calming serenity and sophistication.

“

| For successful plant combinations, take a clue from how mountain

shower in dhe garden— —that’s ho
plants group together in the wild and emulate it—random yet not busy. ey _ 8

[ 3 ] Let nature inspire you everywhere—like using granite stepping

4 |Yigilantly remove weeds and invasive nonnatives, no matter how

attractive (like California poppy). In a naturalistic garden, less is more.

5 | Aim for sustainability by reusing rescued objects and garden waste.

Mever scrimp on soil: This mix is wonderfully rich and also amended

semiannually. Plants that are growing well need less attention.

curtains,
much

. i privacy the gar n gives me’
stones to resemble boulders in a mountain stream of salal. . y _ 1 . ik . it

{_‘1



Lefc: A deck with open overhang designed
to support climbing vines. The various
spaces Bob designed for outdoor living
seem to have grown naturally out of both
the house and the garden—nestled as
they are among ferns, rhododendrons and
forest wildflowers (above right also).

plant palette

Bob's vision for his garden is a look
that is drawn from his experience of
the beauty of Washington's forested
mountains and rolling meadows full

of wildflowers. Key plants:

BIG TREES Western hemlock

{Tsuga heterophylla); Douglas fir

(Pseudotsuga menziesii).

SHRUBS, SMALL TREES Quaking

aspen (Populus tremuloides); Pacific

rhododendron (R. macrophyllum);

Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium); vine maple (Acer circinatum); snowberry
{Symphoricarpos albus); giant timber bamboo (Bambusa arundinacea)
GROUND COVERS Kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi); beach
strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis); salal (Goultheria shallon)
WILDFLOWERS Western trillium (T, ovatum); Western bleeding heart
{Dicentra formosa); redwood sorrel (Oxalis eregana); red paintbrush (Castilleja

miniata); goat’s beard (Aruncus dieicus); stream violet (Viola glabella)

feature is made [rom several pieces—a monumental natural basalt column found in
eastern Washington makes the basin, while water falls in a steady trickle from a cop
per pipe suspen led from a Chinese granite well marker.

Continue on the |111h". ay, sC Iltrlltl |H. slender-trunked qlllhn" aspen, to the out
door dining area, she |h red In towering j lI'l'lIII s¢ timber ]mnﬂm:- "|. Chinese granite

“hitectural Stone, a Seattle-based company sp
building materials, supplied the numerous artifacts in the garden.)

The pathway s final destination is a Buddha stone (a standing stone marker) and peace
ful seating on a secluded deck, made of recycled and reclain edar timbers, A conve
ible i:}clc::-n' outdoor shower
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